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Explosive device
ends in tragedy

An expert demolition leam
from Canadian Forces Basze
Chilliwack i=s assisting RCMP
here with investigation into the
iragic deaths of (wo zmall
Dkanagan Landing area
children and the minor woun
ding of two others

Dwayvne Hobert HRoland
Williment, 8, was Killed in
santly in the explosion which
oceurred Sunday about 11 a.m.
al Okanagan Terrace Trailer
Court near Okanagan Landing
and about three lo four miles
from Vernon.

Bradley Hanke, 7. died in
Vernon Jubilee Hospital about
iwo hours later. He had been
rushed by ambulance to the
hospital with a brother of the
vietim, Keith Williment, B,
Keith was treated and released,

Movra Sieman, 4, of
Okanagan Terrace Trailer
Court, & rear passenger in her
dad's stalion wagon, was in-
jured in the shoulder by flyving
shrapnel, as the car was leaving
the area where the children
were playing,

Movra was taken to hospital,
treated and released

The boys had found the ex-

Unconfirmed reports say it
probably was a moriar shell as
the range had been used by the
Canadian Army as a (raining
area  during the Second)

World War but no live am-, when the

frost leaves ithe

munition has been used for | grownd,

Iraining since 1945,

By erosion, earth buried |Dwayvne

bomibs work their way upwards

Both Bradley Hanke and
Willimeni  were
iContinued on Page 12)

Results unveiled soon
to ranch questionnaire

Results of a Marathon Realty
Lid. questionnaire lo delerming
public response o the [ulure
developmental  possibilities of
some 250 acres of the Cold-
siream Ranch should be made |
public within ithe next few |
wieeks

About 700 Vernon area
residents viewed the realiy
firm's display last weekend at
the Coldsiream Elementary
School gympasium and
Marathon official Don Murray
tald The News reaction Lo the |
| questionnaire was .-iumm-hutl
mixed |

He said the use of the land |

answer the future problem.
Coldstream Ranch owners have
indicated they want o sell the
ranch and the public may find
new owners nol guite so
bemevolent

“I don't think the provincial
government or the regional
district are prepared al this
uneture o buy the ranch. And
even If the government
desipgnates the area a natural
park, the number of people then
able (o ulilize the park will
imcrease tremendously. “In my
judgment it is an unreal
alternative to leave the area the
way il 15"

could range all the way from |

Mr. Murray reiterated thai
the display last weekend was
really a form of public par-
licipation in a land planning
exercise and nol a series of
allernative development
proposals by the realty firm.

“We have a rough idea now of
whal wecan and canno doand [
personally hope we can get
enough positive response 1o
proceed further.” said Mr.
Murray.

“We certainly plan to keep
the public informed of any
future plans and they will be
given more than their chance io
DX pross opinions

From Page 1
Explosive

students at Okanagan Landing
School,

Unconfirmed reports say this
makes al least seven deaths
from exploding devices in the
Commonage-Landing areas
ginee the war,

Un accident est
toujours possible

In 1964, two young Scouls,
Grant Morgan and Donald
Hope, died on the Commaonage

while playing with an army
mortar shell.

After this incident the
military set up displays of
similar types of shells and
amminilion and made ex-
lensive educalional tours of
district schools,

While loading lop soil onto @
truck in the Commonage area in .
spring 1948, three Yernon -
residents were killed: Sam - e
Kashuba, 18, and his two uncles, "
Mike Chudyk, 18, and Alex e d
Chudvk, 13. Mike Kashuba,
sam's brother, was the only one
lo survive the bomb explosion
incident say relatives.

Hince then, army demolition
squads have de-activated the

Scene Of Bomb Explosion

I'wo Hoy Scouts of the 5th Vernon Ti were killed and & third injured

\len: ensolellls.

Nusgeus si-éjagement par
la sulle. Min, §, max. 20. De-

B
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compliment des
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Lautodiscipling congiste 4 ne
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{ John Rose on the Commonage
Army engmmeers hastily erected sSigns in the area
warning of the danger. The three boys were walkmmg through the gulley (o Lhié
left of the sign when they discovered the mortar bomb, which had b il
Ihere by Lhe army 20 years ago

when a mortar bomb exploded on the property

a several limes.
g After coeident Saturday

Meantime, Berkley (Berk)
Shaw, who lives in Claremont
Subdivision adjacent (o
Okanagan Terrace Trailer
Courd, started a petition Sun-
day.

It reads: “We, as concerned

renis and cilizens of the

‘ernon area, would like (o
request all possible measures
be taken to  prevenl a
recurrence of tragic accident
such as happened April 8, and

b

The Vernon News
March 18, 1963

Obus dans un feu de joie a Nicolet:

Un mort, neuf blesses
)

leaving il as a nalural open | .

space o inlense recreational | R

and residential  developmenlt. e lons I‘O e
The questionnaire broke the g

2500 acres down into five

distinct sub  arcas mu]Udirlg,h

aenaic it harvester bu
Rattlesnake Point and the

ridge, corral benches, open

range and the northern slopes,
1 S e s masls ~

i I s

we would like the national
defence depariment to scour the
area with suitable electronie
devices and wanl any par
licularly :Inn[i::ruu:i areas
sealed off to the public. We
further would like to see an
educational program presented
throughout  district  schools.”™

plosive device Friday in the
rolling hills at the rear of the
mobile home court. police said,
and one of the three banged the
devise on the Trailer Court
pavement when it exploded.
There were several other
children nearby and a German |
Shepherd dog was wounded

.
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Some clectoral areas, he said,

The provincial government's 1 _
are oulside the main basin area

affer (o share in the oost of a

Berkley Shaw and a Vernon
district man, concerned about
the tragic deaths of two
Okanagan Landing children last
Sunday as a result of a mortar-
like explosion, combed the
Department of National
Defence property and the
Cosens Bay area Wednesday
and made some startling
discoveries.

“In one hour — not really
digging — we came up with 15
or more tail fins of mortar
bombs also two potentially
dangerous morlars, and

Twelve More Bombs Found,;
Still Danger in District

Twelve dangerous bombs and shells found In Yernon ancd De

irean i Hoval

Canadian Engineers
{ oo lowniad

sl Wk s
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BroEen ofl. DUl Lhe BRIC

Citizenship
Court April 1

The next citizenship court ploced
L=
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I'wo Vernon Boys Killed o oo, ot o
® Un des nombreux fragmenits de I'obus a été retrouvé 8 quelques la mort da M. Pierre Gentes, 3% ans, de Sant- axplosion de l'engin, une vingtaine de parents
méires de ['explosion. Cet engin explosi!, propriélé de la base Jean-Baptiste de Micolel et das blessures a el amis fétalent la Sainl-Jean et le dépert pro-
. Area men find
I n MOﬂa r Bom b MlSha | d'environ 35 cm par environ 10 cm de diamélre el pése plus de éwmit l'engin explosil. La délonation a até telle mille, pour une crolsiére d'un an dans le Sugd,
13 kg. Un de ces fragments a touché la victime et sectionné un qu'elie a élé entendue 4 plusie: rs kiloméires 4 sinon aulour du monde.
the Commonage, ended in tragedy Saturday when a World | World War II, he said: "1 Chilliwack's army demolition
War Il mortar bomb exploded, killing two of the boys and |would mnever have laken experts. The latter were due
Donald Hope, 14, and Grant ' ' KROWR. Mr. Shaw admitted “it was a
Morgan, 12, were killed in-|DOYS under Scoutmaster Bill | Property Was Clesred stupid thing for me to pick up
bomb exploded David Crane, for the cabin. Donald. i}r;m firmed that the property had One detonator cap is intact and
11. is in Vernon Jubilee Hos- {30d David were cleaning | been used as 4 range In 1943 the other two-inch mortar
facial lacerations suffered in rabin sile gOme dislance | iConlinued on Page 3) missing T
the blast. His condition is des- |3Way (rom the main group After consulting with the
The bays, all members of |©abin site the boys ;‘-u:ui - removed the potentially
the 5th Vernon Scout Tr-:up.|m“”“ bamb. in a brushy O uma W{ dangerous mortars to an un-
who were planning to hmh!l:"”""‘*i'*'d when it was picked y so as not to endanger anyone.
a "Jhn-l el ] T-lr“:-\.'.r!l_ ““In':'i! .“. | IJLF B wat r ' -'WE prﬂt"Ed ':'ur []'Dil'lt. WE' b
’ froup Lo pick up other boys e . Vernon™, Mr. Shaw told The gt who came here for this purposs This action
Vernon g F ' g News DND training property and any . " - ‘ g : 18
They had been givem per-|'" Vernon, when the accident - 'ir.*(:a where Lhere may be' O . PETL S S S .
] e : r b an o - W .
: - : gy m.”h'tl Oysma Lake, i lacted immediately, checked mor One of the bombs handed over to the Army demelition expert
Emil Klinger, who leased it | Heard Explosion S SulREe them but wisely declined to | We found the bombs with just a was found by a eity workman digging water lines In the Vernon
Distriet 8 Dot little more than a one hour
On Saturday mornming the |end, who was with the main | MMSLTICE MaRager Ken Dohson, nolified Canadian Forces Base 'sparch.” sajd It was aboul nine inches under the surface al the ground and
. 1 grllll[l. g2 bd ”‘.1"}' heard an,ﬂ““' assistant nlﬂrlrl En" the warkman strack it with the Nrst thrust of hig shavel It W
it was blasting on the Com- | Branch at Kelowna, said both shell and one fin was charge was stil] there
monage Road. When they |the North Okanagan and Win The Vernon News Mr. deWall
found David Crane had been | DéCause of Lheir carry-over atl smoke shell. The others were (wo and three inch mortar bombs
|||-||||n.;| antd the wao ||Irh|:-r::1|'lfllf&ﬂ and Beaver Lake The demolltion erew eft Yermon at the weskend bt
on April 1 and not a8 a0 | The Scouts administered | “Is Critical” toned In Vernon, who will look after safe destruction of any
IR S S P | what first aid they could to! “But In Oyama it's critical” ther shells, bombs or “souvenirs” which are reported
I

Jean-Nicolel, des Forces armées canadiennes a une longueur nauf parsonnes. La fische indique l'endroit ol chain de Plerra et Francois Gentes, el leur fa-
' ' ! ‘ 'r t ‘l r l " ' r rl l 'S arore dune dizaine de centimélres de diameétre la ronde, méme sur |2 rve noril. Lors de celle — nouvelies et photos en page 3
A Boy Scout work party, clearing land for a cabin on An artillery officer in er—Tr—TTr T T Uue SE
injuring a third young boys in there if | had here Wednesday night.
stantly when the mortar |Martin, were clearing a site \n army spokesman con the mortars. They are rusty.
pital with leg injuries and brush from the road into the | but had been cleared of shells bomhb's detonator is partly
| - —
L]
eribed as good Un their way Seck (o the Engmeer REPOI'TS RCMP, Mr. Shaw said he
were part of a group of 17 |Euiley It is believed to have populated area outside Vernon
: returned with the finds to g e R
John Rose, five miles south of | Mr. Martin had lefl the wanit a combed search of all VAR GEFVNPOR SMENIVIID Wk SRR W, S SN0
Ovama fruit growers wh ;
. happenad - - yere a The RCMP, who were con- ves through the explosion &f & two ineh mortar shell

mission to use the land by |"APi potentially dangerous mort s.
from Mr Rose His assistant, Tym Over-| Former Vernon Irrigation handle them. In turn, the RCMP Homes subdivision on Mission HIIlL City Engineer P, G. deWal

expiosion, but at first thought | Elneer of the Water Rights gimilar to the one which killed the three boys. The cap was off thas

went to investigale, the boys | field would have ample water Among those set off by the demalition crew was a 25-pound

- L]
April 12, 1973
to be held in Vernon will be| boys were dead | respectively its equipment in charge of Sgt.-Maj. O. E Lee, RCE, officer
The proceedings will be- young Crane, and improvised | he told The Vermon News Captain T. R. Heal emphasized the waming against trespassing

gin at the courthouse at 2:30| 3 stetcher to carry him to the | “We won't be able to assess eyt Al pmtcoghss ol Ay o e gy i,
pm. when five bew Cant- foad. while ove of the hoys|the problem exactly until our T SR, The o S s T
g};::mwm e S ot t"r}h" A— I?}::Iq:TTnTi;:n:F{;E;‘:LIL.::: district which I‘.uu; net at I~-u.1:1:|t '.|lr.'.- heen n.:.-:l as ,_.~.;;-I :
i summon ail B mheohlen oo .

The TODF Chrvsler lﬁh:-t'p- The RCMP and an ambu-|is much the same Ej- at Aber battle practice groumc
ter will present certificates.| lance arrived as the Scouts|deen.”
the Canadian Bible Soclety,| were bringing out the injured| Readings at Aberdeen Lake
Bibles. and the Women's {'rl boy Eﬂhuw the snow depth to be 7.7 |
nadian Club entertain the| Mr. Martin told The Ver.|inches, with a water content |
principals at a coffee party| non News he was not aware|of 2.1 inches. This compares |
at Trinity United Church| the property had been uw:i|w:th last year's water content |
ladies' parlor following the| by the army during the last|of 6.8 inches, and the nine |
CETEmMOny. war as a firing range |_1,'-.‘ir average of 63 Lnrlt!_s

FADIEEE ANC

The Vernon News
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